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was pending for twice as long as a nor-
mal application. The President’s argu-
ment about not having enough time to 
make a decision to approve the project 
is weak, at best. The application was 
filed more than 3 years ago, and a final 
decision on whether to let the pipeline 
go forward was long, long overdue. 

Unfortunately, I believe the wrong 
decision has been made. And if he 
didn’t want to approve it for environ-
mental reasons, I wonder if thought 
was given to the fact that China wants 
the oil if the United States does not 
get it, and that means putting the oil 
on tankers, which we know would have 
a much more negative impact on the 
environment than pipelines. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States needs 
the XL Keystone pipeline. In his first 
term in office, the President has loose-
ly talked about the need for energy 
independence. Keystone XL could help 
provide the United States with the cer-
tainty of almost a million barrels of oil 
a day, and that oil comes from our 
friend and largest trading partner, Can-
ada, not the Middle East. At a time 
when the price at the pump continues 
to fluctuate—in part due to uncer-
tainty in the Middle East—I cannot un-
derstand how the President justified 
denying the transport of friendly Cana-
dian oil to our gulf coast refineries. 

When the President took office in 
January 2009, the average cost of a gal-
lon of gas was $1.83. On January 23, 
2012, AAA reports that the current av-
erage is $3.83 per gallon. The record for 
the highest annual average price for a 
gallon of gasoline ever in our Nation’s 
history was set in 2011. A major factor 
in recent high prices is continued polit-
ical tension in the Middle East and 
North Africa. These events have 
threatened or disrupted huge quan-
tities of oil, causing great fear among 
investors. It is beyond evident that 
America needs relief. 

The President has struggled with 
turning the economy around since tak-
ing office 3 years ago, and his speeches 
often center on the subject of jobs. Mr. 
Speaker, I hope that the President re-
alizes that his denial of the Keystone 
XL application is costing our country 
tens of thousands of jobs. An analysis 
by the Perryman Group, an economic 
consultant in Texas, has demonstrated 
the tremendous job-creating potential 
of this project. It is the reason that six 
major labor unions have signed project 
labor agreements to construct the pipe-
line. These are good-paying American 
jobs that union members are eager to 
fill. However, instead of issuing the 
necessary permits to begin construc-
tion of the pipeline and put Americans 
to work, the administration drags its 
feet for over 3 years and at the end of 
that time denied an estimated 120,000 
Americans jobs to provide a way to 
support their families. 

Pro-business groups like Americans 
for Prosperity and the Chamber of 
Commerce support Keystone XL as a 
way to give a much-needed boost to the 
economy. Pro-labor groups support 

Keystone XL because they know it will 
create jobs. Americans across the coun-
try asked President Obama to approve 
this project. They realized its impor-
tance but were clearly ignored. 

The Keystone XL pipeline is just one 
example of how House Republicans 
have been working to promote job cre-
ation without the need for ‘‘stimulus’’ 
money. While the President decided to 
pander to his extreme environ-
mentalist supporters in a campaign 
year instead of keeping the best inter-
ests of the American people at heart, I 
do not believe that this battle is over. 

Our country needs the pipeline. We 
need these jobs. We need cheaper gas at 
the pumps, and I’m committed to 
working towards alternative ways to 
get it back. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE WILL 
CREATE JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair 
recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, unemploy-
ment is still at an all-time high; and 
the high cost of energy is having a sig-
nificant negative impact on my dis-
trict’s economy as well as on the econ-
omy of the entire country. 

But when President Obama had the 
opportunity to help job creation and 
lower energy costs, he turned his back 
on hardworking American taxpayers. 
And as my colleague from Mississippi 
has just spelled out, we have just seen 
the highest energy costs ever in this 
country last year, and the cost of gaso-
line itself has more than doubled under 
this President. 

President Obama has done all he can 
to stand in the way of businesses that 
can help get Americans back to work. 
The Keystone XL pipeline is a $7 bil-
lion private sector infrastructure 
project that will create 20,000 jobs with 
its construction and an estimated 
100,000 indirect jobs during the life of 
its operation. 

For the 3 years that President Obama 
has been in office, he’s delayed this 
project for political benefit in order to 
placate his liberal base. Liberals who 
oppose this project say that these jobs 
are ‘‘temporary’’ and somehow of less 
value. This is not just misguided, but 
insulting. All construction jobs, by 
their essence, are temporary. No con-
struction project is permanent. It’s a 
dangerous precedent these groups are 
setting by denigrating hardworking 
Americans for the type of work they 
perform. 

The President is in full campaign 
mode. He’s more interested in pro-
tecting his job than allowing the pri-
vate sector to create jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to 
import energy from Middle Eastern 
countries. North American energy will 
lead to energy security, lower energy 
costs, and more jobs for Americans. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We ask Your special blessing upon 
the Members of this people’s House. 
They face difficult decisions in difficult 
times, with many forces and interests 
demanding their attention. 

In these days, as the second session is 
poised to be fully engaged, give wisdom 
to all of the Members, that they might 
execute their responsibilities to the 
benefit of all Americans. 

Bless them, O God, and be with them 
and with us all this day and every day 
to come. May all that is done be for 
Your greater honor and glory. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

OBAMA’S ACTIVIST EPA MUST BE 
STOPPED 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
here is the simple truth: the Obama ad-
ministration is driven by a far left lib-
eral ideology rather than the facts. 
This administration says it wants to 
put America back to work, but through 
its policies is doing the exact opposite. 
For example, because of the EPA’s new 
train wreck of regulation, up to 160 di-
rect jobs will be lost with the acceler-
ated closure of Beverly, Ohio’s 
Muskingum coal-fired power plant. 
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